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A STOP AT TAHKI

fCopyrighted. 191A by Frank G. Carpenter.)
WHITE HORSE. Yukon Territory.
ONE hundred miles through the

wilds of the Yukon in a highpoweredmotor car!
Dashing through the virgin

forest in a $5,000 automobile!
tClimbing the mountain sides, and flylgaround- the curves at thirty miles
n hour!

\ Skidding round the cliffs with your
fceart in your throat, your soul full of
Ihrills and your backbone chilled to
fhe marrow!
These are some of the experiences I

pave Just had with Mr. Herbert
whppipr thp ppnAra! manacer of the
fchite Pass and Yukon route on the
Dverland trail from White Horse to

Dawson. The chauffeur was "Cater*pillar" Ike and the time was yesterday
afternoon from midday to midnight.

*
* *

The overland trail begins at White

% Morse and it runs through the wildernessfor a distance of 350 miles to the
inouth of the Klondike. It is the short
Cut across country from here to the
kold mines, and is more than 100 miles
less than the way there by river. The.
toad is used to carry mails, passengers
fend freight during the cold winter
Inonthri when everything in this region
Is 1 o' ked tight by Jack Frost, and the
the: IOmeter at times falls to seventy
dec ues below zero.
T ;e road has been cut right through

th forest. It climbs over ranges of
tnountains, it winds its way through
the valleys and it crosses swamps, bogs
Ind sloughs of glacial mud. Here it is
bedded on the rock, there it half floats
on the quicksand, upheld by corduroy
logs. In the spring of the year the

-horse teams of the mail stage are
Often mired to their bellies, and have
to be lifted from the waxy clay by a

block and tackle attached to the trees.
* In my ride over the road we went
to the crest of the range beyond Little
river and then returned to White Horse
to go down the Yukon bv steamer. Our
road wound about like a corkscrew in
nany parts of its course. As Mr.
RVheeer said, it was as though the

purveyors had laid their lines along
the trail of a rabbit and the rabbit
pras drunk.
The whole trip was a moving picture

pf the wonders of nature. Outside the
roadway the country is the same as it
wras when Columbus discovered America:the same as when the Danes driftLririown our coast, about 1 «>< <» A. D..
yes. I venture, the same a.- when old

* Cheops built his first pyramid on the
banks of the Nile. With the exception
jpf several roadhouses.log huts that
pave been put up to give meals to

Era\elers.we saw no sign of human
habitation, and excepting the roads,
bid and new. not one mark of human
teffort or work We were in no danger
b1 meeting other machines or farm

jwagons. although we might have run

down a covey of birds instead of the
psual chicken, or a fox or a bear in

Elace of a dog. At one time a lynx
ounded in front of our machine from

f>ne side of the road to the other, and
at another a great flock of grouse
passed with a whirr over our heads. I
am told that hunters sometimes bag a

?;ood lot of birds by shooting at them
rom the automobile
We saw all sorts of tracks as we rode

fiuaca H\
THE Chiriqui country, or, accordingto the meaning of "Chiriqui"in the ancient Indian language,"The Valley of the

SlOQB," is generally regarded as the

garden spot of Fanama. It is in the

Western part of the republic and horde's on Costa Rica. Some few centfuries ago. probably ten, a tribe of Indianslived there which had apparently
chosen this spot for its habitation becauseof its richness and fertility.
There m nothing now in the whole

territory to give the faintest indication

bf the once extensive civilization of
»hia long dead race. hich i« supposed
to av reached its new home after

POTTERY FROM ARAYEfl

years of migration from distant lands
That is, there is nothing aho\e g»oun<
that would give more than a mere clue
jjut underneath the surface. In th<
countless graves of their vast buria
laces, they left valuable evidence fron

which a fair structure of their ad
» l««"> «v.» »/va/l * nn-'arH Hio-K,

V*ncern*-»ii a<vu* ».«; - . ...*»..

er things may be reconstructed.
m

* *

Judging solely by the extent an'

number of both the burial places am

the graves, the tare must have been J

very numerous and powerful one. i'rac
- cally the entire district in times pas

ame a vast cemetery. The race mus

;.**o ha\e been wealthy. In many o

the graves have been found gold or

flgpBgeiltS of exquisite and artistic work

inanship. when the crude tools of th

artisans are considered.
Out of the first discovery of thes

gold images has grown a profession, o

rather business, which has its counter

Crt i nno other part of the world, un

is the a rcheological excavations i
ancient countries may be so regardet
The latter are hardly similar becaus
they ar« not followed for gain. Th

opening and despoiling of the ancier
Indian graves is purely a matter c

business, conducted solely for profit.
Only one living thing belonging t

that vanished .race hss been preserve
Ufi handed down to modern timet 1
ST the word "huaca, meaning grav

» r
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over the trail. The woods are full of
wild pame. There are bears, brown and
black; caribou in great numbers and
wide-antlered moose. There are foxes
and lynx and millions of rabbits. We
passed groves of small trees every one
of which had been killed by the rabbits.They had eaten the bark off duringthe winter when the snow was

two or three feet in depth. They would
bite it away inch by inch as the snow
melted, and a strip of white a yard
long could be seen girdling each tree.
The bark above and below was dark
green or brown, and the white strips
shone out like ivory against the green
leaves of the bushes
The country along the trail is cut by

streams which are the homes of beaversand muskrats. We saw different
kinds of squirrels, including th#» gopherswhich, molelike, burrow under
the roadway. We crossed many such
burrows, our motor car going down
with a bumD that shot our heads up
to the roof.
Upon starting: out from White Horse

we were told of a narrow escape that
one of the clerks of the railroad had
from a bear only last night. The man
had gone out to a lake in the woods
about five mil^s away and had caught
a good bag of fish. He was riding home
on his bicycle when a great black bear
came out of the forest with two cubs
at her heels. She rushed for him,
throwing him off the bicycle. He fell
near a dead root and grabbed this upon
rising. He then hit old bruin a blow on

the snout, and before she had time to

recover had mounted his bicycle and
was speeding away. The bear got the
fish.
Our first stop was at twenty-two

HHITE H

inters of ]
From this the burial places are called
"huacals." The sold images and ornamentsfound in the graves are named
"huacas," and those who make it a

business to unearth the long buried
wealth of the Indians have been giver
the name "Kl Monteros de las Huacas.'
There is nothing mysterious 01

romantic about the business. It is harr
labor. But it has its little compensations;frequently the reward is great
It has its exciting and interesting sid*
for the hunter. Until the very innermostrecess of the grave has been in-
vaded and carefully searched, he nevei

knows whether he has made a And 01

drawn a blank. The work is difficult
because the once living possessor o:

the hunter's quest always Is buriec
deep, and his last resting place is wel
protected by several layers of stones.
How the gold from which the count

OPKXKD o* M,OPKH OF THK F.XTI

less ornaments were fashioned by th
Indian artisans reached the Chiriqi
country has never been fully explainec

1 although there are many theoriej
There is no gold-bearin»r ore in th
entire district which they inhabitec
alihftn crh further to the west, in th
mountains of Costa Rica, there ar
gold mines which are known to hav
i»e.-n worked long before the comin
of the Spanish explorer and conquero
It seems probable that the gold c

1 the t'hiriqui Indian of western I'anam
i came from this source

4 Another reason for thinking tha
Costa Rica supplied the free gold r

ancient days is that there are man
t graves in that country similar to thoj
t found in Panama. In many of thei

similarly fashioned gold trinkets ai

found.
It is supposed that the trinkets wei

considered valuable by the Ohiriqi
Indians because of the trouble ar

* difficulty with which they procure
their free gold. This, however, do<

e not hold altogether good for the rei

r son that the aborigines of Costa Rl<
seemed to set considerable store t
their ornaments, the gold for whl<

n they obtained with only little troub
1 and work. The graves in Costa Ri<
e are very whit as rich in beaten go
e trinkets as are those in Panama,
it *
»f * *

o
Huaca hunting has become a buslne

A or.ly recently, although the existence
[t the golden treasure has been known f
6. many years. In none of the other cou
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* Trail to the Klon<
Bicycle Race With a

Description of a Littl
miles from White Horse. It was at the
Tahkeena roadhouse, on the Tahkeena
river, where there is a famous Irish
cook. Jimmy. The roadhouse is made
of logrs. It Is heated with stoves made
of pasoline tanks of one hundred gallonscapacity. The tank lies on its
side. restinj? on four legjs made of gas
pipe. A stovepipe is fitted into the top
and a door is cut in one end. The resultis an excellent heatins: arranee-
ment, and one that is common in many
parts of Alaska. We got a snack at
the roadhouse and had an excellent dinnerthere upon our return.
We crossed the Tahkeena river on a

ferry boat attached to a cable worked
by the current; and then rode on for
miles through a parklike country,
spotted with groves of pines as high as

a three-story house, as straight as an

arrow, and, branches and all. no bigger
around than a nail keg. They maintainedthis diameter from the ground
almost to their tops.

*
* *

I cannot describe the beauty of these
trees. Where they were thick we rode
for miles through walls of green twentyor thirty feet high, and in places
where the trees had been burned by
forest fires the walls were of sable
silver, the dead branches having been
turned to the most exquisite filigree
by the death of the trees. Here and
there were great patches of fallen
trees, making a woodyard of acres,
above which rose the great roots in
their skeleton network.
The trees here are like those of most

parts of Interior Alaska. They grow in
the thin soil which is underlaid by
strata of earth that have been frozen
for thousands of years. The roots go
down to the ice and then spread out
over the ground. The soil is nowhere
more than half a foot or so deep.
When a tree dies you can pull the
stump out, roots and all, and throw It
aside. This has been done in making
the roadway, and the sides of the road
are lined with brush piles of such trees
thrown up like a fence.
We are accustomed to think of this

part of the world as all snow and ice.
This is so in the winter, but in the summerthe whole country is like a botannicalgarden and spotted with flowers.
During this ride we passed great beds
of flreweed, and motored for miles betweenhedges of pink flowers, higher
than the wheels of the automobile. The
.woods where the forest fires had passed
through were dusted with pink blossoms,and In the open spaces there
was so much pink that it seemed as

ORSE, AT THE HEADWATERS OF T

Panama M
tries, Colombia, Ecuador, or Peru, is the
business carried on to any great exT"U 'a « Vinnloro In

countries.
I The discovery of the huacas occurred
about th* year 18*0, and quite by accident.A ditch was being dug in a

glade not far from the little village of
Boquete Bajo, in the Caldero valley of
the present province of Chiriqui. One
of the laborers uncovered a large gold

i Image, which led to an investigation
by the English owner of the place.
Orave after grave was found and
opened and valuable gold ornaments
taken from almost all of them. Also
there were many handsome pieces of

T decorated pottery. It is estimated that
1 since the initial find nearly $500,000 in
1 gold trinkets has been taken from the

ancient graves.
b'nfortunately for the private col-

'

: \ i.

\<T VOLCAX DR CHIRIQUT.
e lector and the collections of museums
ii and universities, most of the earliei
1. discovered images have now ceased t<
s. exist as such. At that time there wai
e no profitable market for them, and th<
1, discoverers had them melted down foi
e the precious metal they contained. Dur
e in* the more recent years the imagei
e have commanded very fancy pricei
g when in their original state,
r. Huaca hunting has all the fascina
>f tions of the prospector's quest. Then
a are no outward signs to lead the hunte

to the rich graves he wishes to despoil
it No headstones have ever been foutn
>f marking the graves. It Is believed tha
v the Indians used no other method o

ie marking the last resting place of thei
m dead than by means of the stone layer
-e that cover the openings. These to]

coverings consist either of a numbe
-e of email ovals of flat stones closely laii
ii together, or else a single flat, heav;
id slab that was placed in position wlti
<d much labor.
?8 The heavy rains of that section or tn

country washed the earth down fror
*a the hillsides and the gravestones wer
>y soon completely hidden. In some local!
'h tics the first layer Is more than fou
1® feet underground. The abundant tropi
-a cal verdure removed the last traces o
Id the burial places, with the result tha

In the hundreds of years that passe
since the last grave was closed th
burial places are very difficult to And.

88 There is only one method employe
by the hunters in locating the gravei

°" Like the prospector, the huaca hunte
or poea armed with the particular impl
n- ments of his calling. He supplies hina

0

*
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e Wild
ENTER Writes of Queer
dike.Road Building in
Bear.On the Trail in \
le Known Region.Wile
thouprh Mother Nature had prone on a

-. nn/i tho u-Vinlo rnunfrv

red.
There were so many wild flowers that

I attempted to count them in an open
place where we stopped to put on a

new tire. T had picked nineteen varietiesbefore the job was completed.
Among: them were wild roses of bright
i-ed. buttercups as yellow as gold, and
white flowers with petals like those of
a forget-me-not. There were also blue
flowers the names of which I do not
know, and daisies with petals of pink
and centers as yellow as the golden
bricks of the Klondike.
The mosses were especially wonderful.There was one that looked like old

ivory. It grows close to the ground in
great patches, and reminds one of the
exquisite coral of the Fiji and Samoan
islands. It is a tough moss, and can be
kicked up with the foot. I am told it
is the favorite food of the reindeer, and
that the caribou paw their way down
through the snow to get to it.
Another curiosity was the air plants.

I have always thought of orchids as
confined to the tropics. There are polar
orchids in this part of the world,
great bunches of green that hang high
up in the trees. They are of a hue differentfrom that of the branches.

*
* *

The character of the country varied as

we went on'ward. Now our way was

across a rolling plain, now the road
climbed the hills, and again it cut its

way through the mountains. At one

break in the hills we could see the Ibex

range wun us ^aj/j/cu K%..

petual snow and glaciers marking the

slopes. In other places the mountains
were as green as the hills of the Alleghenies,and they had the same royal
mantle of purple. Just beyond the Tahkeenariver we rode through a valley
walled with mountains from which the
earth had been torn by a cloudburst a

few years ago. The face of the hills
was spotted with clay-colored blotches,
rising out of the green. It looked as

though it had been blasted by leprosy
or some mighty plague.
We crossed one little glacial river

after another, and rode through valleyswhich are covered with ice in the
winter, and become a souplike slough
in the spring. A great part of the way
was over what is known as glacial
clay, a kind of earth that will have
much to do with the railroad Uncle
Sam is now building. This clay is
solid when dry. but when moist it assumesthe consistency of shoemakers'
wax and, like a quicksand, sucks in

."Tj
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iaKe Livii
self with an iron staff five or six feet
long: and slightly pointed at one end.
Having reached the ground which he
believes to he rich in graves, he drives
the staff deeply into the earth at frequentintervals. When the staff strikes
rock, it is safe to assume that the
stone covering of a grave has been
found. And one grave proclaims another.
From then on the work becomes difficult.It is first necessary to uncover

completely the top layer of stones or

the large slab which usually indicates
the last resting place of a powerful
chieftain or wealthy members of the
tribe. Frequently the top layer is succeededat an interval of about two or

three feet by a second one, and occasionallyby a third. The graves frequentlyare fifteen feet deep, but
usually they are from eight to ten
feet deep beneath the top layer of
stones.
After the second or third layer has

been removed it is essential that the
hunter use considerable care in his futureoperations because he might crush
the pottery and also so displace the
gold ornaments that they are lost with
the dirt. The usual position of the
ornaments is about where the breast
would be if the grave still contained
a body. The pottery is always found
either in the four corners of a rec-

tangular grave or besiae me ooay in an

oval one.
The business is still very profitable

In spite of the fact that fewer graves
are annually opened. The reason is

'that the gold trinkets are growing
scarcer and consequently command a

higher and higher price. They are still
a few areas of the district that have not
yet been carefully explored.
A considerable part of the huaca hunter'srevenue is derived from the sale

. of the pottery he finds in all the graves.
5 In the early stages of the enterprise
3 this was destroyed because it was

a then without value. The market had
p not yet been developed. Now there is

a great demand from tourists and from
a collectors in the United States. There
a are several collectors in New York who

are constantly adding to their already
large number of pieces. Pottery is still

ft quite cheap, about 250 assorted pieces
r having recently sold for $20.

The reason for the cheapness, is the
j large number of pieces found. All
t graves, whether that of a poor or a

I wealthy Indian or chief, contain from
r two to as high as fifteen pieces. No Insdian. however poor and poverty strickpen he may have been, was put to rest
r by his friends and relatives without at
A least two or more pottery untensils, in
y wnicn was piacea me pruvmions writer

h were to sustain him on the long Journeyon which he had entered. The qualityof the pottery as well as the num®her, size and fineness of the gold imagret
e proclaims the status of the possessor.

*
r *

In certain sections the pottery it
very crudely manufactured and of pooj

d quality. From this circumstance, an*
e also the almost complete absence 01

g:old ornaments, it Is deduced tha'

J1 when these Indians lived the tribe ha*

,r not advanced very far along: the patl
toward civilization. In other sectioni

i- the pottery is beautifully made, witl

of th
Features of Motor Car Tr
Alaska.Glacial Clay ai

Vinter at 50 Degrees Bel
1 Game of the Country.
anything: that goes over it. If a railroadtrack is built on it and not well
protected by drainage, it may disappearduring a long rainy season or
where the water of a creek or rive#
has seeped its way through.
The whole of the soil here, and this

5s true also of a great part of Alaska,
rests upon a bed of Ice or frozen earth
which has been in that state for thousandsof years. The moss on the top
of the soil acts as an insulator, and
keeps the ice from melting except on
the surface. Indeed, you can dig down
almost anywhere and strike the ice
bed. There are places where the soil
is so thin that you can scratch away
the moss with your Angers and come
to the ice. Where the earth below is
glacial clay it is sound while the moss
covers it, but when that is taken away
and water runs in, the clay will uphold
neither man nor horse.

*
*

The Overland trail crosses glacial
clay here and there, and the labor of
keeping it In order reminds one of
that of Heroules in cleaning the

Augean stables. The track has had to

be Ailed in and remade again and

again. The route is changed from year
to year. Every now and then we passedan old roadbed which was so Ailed
with boulders that a man could hardly
crawl over it. At plaoee we motored
over glacial spots where the roadbed
rose and fell under the weight of the
machine. The country had had no rain
for three months, and during the day
previous enough rain had fallen to

change the whole face of nature. It
had affected this glacial clay and turnedparts of it to the consistency of
putty. Our automobile weighed over

two tone, and we had to go carefully
where there was any question as to the
character of the clay. At one wet spot
we found ourselves down on the axles,
with the wheels tied fast in the mud.
We had to dig out the wheels and
make a place to jack up the car. We
had an axe and a long-handled shovel
with us with a view to such accidents,
and we cut down trees and made a

bed of branches in front of the car.
We puj a pine track under the wheels
and used a pine tree as a lever to aid
the jack in getting the car out of the
mud. It took us about two hours to

dig the machine out of the clay and
start it on the firm roadbed. After that
we turned out and sought new roads
through the grass, and rushed over
the wet spots to prevent the car sink-

FIRST
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a fine glaze and painted in rich colors,
which have retained their luster for
hundreds of years, although buried in
a permanently moist soil.

In the collections of many grave diggersare found pieces of pottery that
clearly define the various epochs markingthe advancement of the race. The
earlier pieces are exceedingly crude
and display practically no traces of
either expert workmanship or artistic
conception or imagination. Mere utility
seems all that was aimed at. With increasedexpertness came a higher developedimagination and artistic conception.The result is shown in the
many handsome pieces of the later periods.
In his modeling the artist seems to

have confined himself to picturing his
models in the home incidents of everydaylife, in the pueblo. The result was
an intensely human picture, which frequentlydepicted the domestic occupationsof the Indians with an exceeding
frankness which left little to the imagination.Apparently the early dweller
of the country was guilty of neither
prudery nor ssham modesty.
Most of the later clay utensils show

traces of fire and probably were used
for cooking. Others appear to have
been used only for storage, as neither
the inside nor the outside shows the
slightest discoloration beyond that impartedby the moist soil in which they
were buried. Their colorings are

practically as brilliant as when first
applied. Many of the pieces are withoutlegs, while others have three. The
legs are hollow, and a small clav ball,
which no doubt rattled musically to
the Indian ear, is'found in each.

*
* *

bater samples of the painted glazed
pots and other utensils show the stripingsin peculiar designs, which seem to
run through all the clay work of one

epoch and those immediately following.
The designs are well defined hieroglyphics,which presage the beginnings
of sign writing. These are totally absentfrom the pottery that must have
come from the graves of an earlier and
ruder civilization. In the latter period
the appearance of the monkey figure
on many utensils is very frequent.
The gold ornaments probably are of

a very late period in the development
of the race. They are known to have
been worn by some of the Indians found
in the Chiriqui country during the
earlier raids of the Spanish conquistadores,who, however, seem not to have
learned the secret of the ancient burial
places. At all events, the Spaniard
opened no graves, and the rich loot remainedundisturbed for much later
treasure hunters. Whether the Indian
oi me earner >3(I(imibu uaj b w aw icmicu

to these who created the burial places
is not now known. It is probable, however,that this earlier race had reached
extinction long before the discovery ol
America.

i Attempts have been made to Identify
. the ancient inhabitants as the forebearsof the present Guaymie Indians
1 who live to the eastward of the country
f once occupied by the more ancient race,
t It is hardly probable, although not im.possible, that these are descendants ol

the older people. The Guaymie. whiW
* more advanced in other branches ol
b civilization, does not now possess ths
1 proficiency of the older tribe in fash

! . -----
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avel on the Overland
rid Perpetual Ice.A
ow Zero.A Graphic
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ingr. In some places the movement of
the road as we went over it was as
though wo were riding- over a blanket
or rubber sheet. Those places were
underlaid with g-laclal mud.

..IV caluotmn f.xr o rnQ A of thla

kind is to keep it well drained. That
is what will have to be done with the
track of our new railway, and. whereverpossible, the moss will be left on

the frozen strata and the road built upon
that. The Overland trail is used almost
altogether during the winter, although
the Canadian government keeps it in
such a condition that it can b© used in
the summer. It is on the whole better
than most of Uncle Sam's roads in
Alaska, and in the winter it gives a

regular mail service into the Klondike.
The freight and mail, are carried on

great sleds hauled by six horses. There
are relays at the various roadhouses.
Each house has stables for the horses,
and at certain places there are sleeping
arrangements for passengers. At the
Tahkeena roadhouse I saw a great
stack of horse feed that had been
brought up the Tahkeena river and
cached there for the winter, and at the
Little River roadhouse I saw one of the
sleds used for carrying eggs, oranges
and other perishable articles into the
Klondike when the thermometer may
go to seventy degrees below zero. The
sled was a covered one, large enough
to carry three or four tons. It was so

arranged that carbon heaters like those
used for carriage warmers can be
placed in troughs around the bed of the
sled. These heaters keep the tightly
covered load from being affected by
frosts. These sleds were drawn by four
or six horses, according to the state of
the roads. In the spring six-horse
wagons are used.

*
* *

The average charge for freight over

the road is 10 cents per pound. Passengerspay from $75 to $80 a trip, but
this does not include their stay at the
roadhouses. where they are charged
$1.50 a meal and $2 a room. If nothing
happens the trip is made in five days.
and the roadhouse expense is about $30.
In times past the stages carried from
500 to 1,000 people a month, and in
March, when the people were going
back to the gold mines, two or three
stages left White Horse every day. Just
now the traffic is light. On the trip fifteenteams tare used and three changes
of horses are made every day. each
team traveling ori the average about
twenty-two miles.
The Canadian government has alreadyspent a great deal on the road

*
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AUTOMOBILE TO CROSS OVERLAND

ling Grav
ioning either the gold ornaments or

the excellent pottery of the ancient
IndianR of Chiriqui. There are no Guaymiesin the extreme western section of
Panama, and no traditions among them
to indicate that they had ever lived
there.
Strange as it may seem, very few

weapons of either a warlike or aggressivecharacter have been found in
the Chiriqui graves. There were a few
small arrowheads and spearheads, but
most of these were of a size and form
to warrant the belief that they were

used merely for the chase. It is well
known that with the exception of a

very few tribes the aborigines of CentralAmerica were of a peace-loving
nature and followers of pastoral rather
than warlike pursuits. Nowhere have
extensive defensive fortifications been
uncovered which could be construed as

EXCELLENT EXAMPLES OF ANC]

other than mere protective measures.

The gold ornaments are of an exceedinglyvaried character. When the
Indian began making them, he had
reached a very high point in his upwardstruggle toward civilization. He
used the free gold from some now unknownsource and beat it into many
different forms. He displayed a taste
for animals and reptiles, those he met

with in daily life furnishing his inspiration.The human form also is

very frequent and nearly always fashionedwith an utter lack of reserve.
*

* *

The frog is found in gold ornamenti
with almost as great a frequency as

is the monkey in the pottery. The

goldsmith seems to have had a great
fondness for it and manufactured it

with evident pleasure judging by the

care that seems to have been given
those found in the graves. One of

the largest, with - wide flaring legs,
weighed eighteen ounces. The wing-like

j hind legs are very common in all the

gold animals and reptiles. Nearly all
the figures of birds have two and three

' sets of these wings, which gives them
the appearance of being about to fly

' away.
In many of the graves and above

ground near the burial places large
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and its upkeep costs some thousands
of dollars per annum. Within the pas?,
few vears It has been made more and
more fit for automobiles. The first
time an automobile road was proposed
the opponents of the measure scoffed
at the idea and said that it could not
be done. The matter came up before
the parliament at Ottawa and it was

discussed pro and con. An appropriationof $50,000 had been proposed for
the purpose. The objections were

made that automobiles could not be run

in the low temperatures of the Yukon,
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Many are several feet high and rudely
carved into the semblance of the humanfigure. Those found in graves
are often decorated with brilliant colorswhich have retained the luster.
All are hideous.
In all parts of the Chiripui country

there are huge boulders carved with
a species of sign writing which no one

has yet been able to decipher. On
a high, rocky bluff about twenty miles
inland from the ocean and near a flat
topped mountain which the natives call
"I-a Mesa." the table, there is carved
a tall figure of an Indian woman which
can be seen for miles. According to
transit measurements it is full}' fifty
feet high.
For many years there stood near the

town of David a "pedra pintada," or

painted stone. It has been gone now

IENT INDIAN POTTERY, TAKEN FRO

for several years, and no one seems

to know what has become of it. It
was a huge boulder with a large
variety of inscriptions carved and
painted on its upward face. The paintednnpfi wpt(> in brilliant colors which
are said to have withstood the elementsfor hundreds of years. The
truth of this assertion cannot now be
verified because of the absence of the
stone and because so few people rememberhaving: seen it.

*
* *

One of the most valuable finds of
gold ornaments ever made was discoveredin a grave by Oapt. H. J. Watson.an Englishman, in the Caldera
valley, not far from the base of
"El Volcan." The discovery was made
about twenty years ago. when Capt.
Watson first began growing coffee.
While planting trees on the hillside
he accidentally opened an ancient

grave from which he took a handsome
gold belt, which he later sold for

nearly $1,000. The belt was made of
thick plates, fastened together with
heavy gold links. The clasp, or buckle,
consisted of two large gold eagles with
spreading wings as If about to fly
away.
According to stories told of one

huaca hunter, who confines his opera$
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and that the road was so rough that
the machines could never make their
way Over it. This discussion occurred
in the midst of the winter, and while
it was going on the Hon. George Blank,
whrf whs then (ommissioner. or governor,of Yukon territory, decided to

show parliament that the undertaking
was possible. He thereupon made an

arrangement with C. A. Thomas, the
resident manager of the Yukon Gold
Company at'Dawson, to take his fortyhorsepoweravitomoblle over the trail.

*
* *

The two started out. with George
Porter as chauffeur. They left Dawsonwhen the road tvts covered with

snow, and the thermometer was far

below zero. The long winter nights
were at hand and the sun «hone only
for an hour or so every c?«y. The

darkness was conquered, in paPt. hy a

locomotive headlight on the front of

the car and by the side lamps.
They made the trip to White Hoj1^

and return within fifty-six hours, of
'which thirty-six hours was continual
running. This covered a distance of

720 miles, and was an average speed of
twenty miles an hour for the running
time of the round trip. During the

journey the thermometer fell to 56 degreesbelow zero, but the air was dead
still, and. wrapped up as they were in
furs, they did not realize the cold until
they came to a roadhouse and found
that they had been riding through a

temperature of that nature.
They had to keep the machine going,

for a few minutes' rest would freeze the
engine and congeal the oil. At one
time they had to stop because their
gasoline had given out, within twenty
miles of a roadhouse which they had expectedto reach. They had to get a dog
team and send on to the roadhouse.
While they waited the engine froze and
the oil got stiff, and they had to build
a fire under the car with wood from the
forest before they could start off again.
When they had completed the trip

and got back to Dawson the bill for the
road appropriation was just about comingto action. The news of their trip
was telegraphed t*r Ottowa and the bill
giving $50,000 for improving the road
was passed.

FRANK G. CARPENTER.

dent Race
tions to the mountains of Costa Rica,
he is the luckiest as well as tha
wealthiest of his profession. It is said

of him that a few years ago. when
he despoiled the first grave of his
career, he took from it about $4,000
and from the second $3,000 in hand

1J ;».on-«o Ui« tii r»lr ha* an-
SUIT1C ft,UIU iniohco.

parently held good, for it is reported
that in* a few years he has discovered
and sold about $50,000 In these gold
ornaments.
There are several large private collectionsof Indian relics from the westernsection of Panama. There al60

are collections in some of the museums
in the United States and Canada. One
of the earliest was that of a former
French consul at David. It has now
been removed to Paris. The largest
private collection is that of Minor C.

M GRAVES IX CALDER A VALLEY.

Keith, president of an American fruit
company. It is now in New York, and
made almost completely from the potteryand gold images found in the
graves in Costa Rica.

The Last Straw.
AMOVING picture comedian said at

a supper party in New York:
"I didn't always have as easy work aa

I have now. I remember a season when
I was prompter in an English provincialtheater for 15 shillings a week.
"In addition to keeping the actors to

their lines I had to make all the out- *

side noises.
"I thundered. I galloped like a horse.

I sang like'a woman. I marched like an
army. I howled like a drink-maddened
mob and I screeched like a locomotive,
all for 15 shillings a week.

"I remember one night when it seemed
that the last straw had been heaped
on me. I was letting off female shrieks
of terror and thundering with one hand
and hailing with the other, while my
right leg was working the moan of the
wind and the left was imitating the
crash of falling trees, when the leading
man stuck his head round at me from
the stage. He was supposed to be pursuedby dogs, and he hissed:
"'Bark, you chump, bark! Why don't

£0u bark, you lazy shirker I "
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